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The Hermitage Birds and Flowers
Throughout the ages people have admired the perfect 
shapes of flowers and the natural grace of birds. They 
became the subjects of countless myths and legends; 
their images have appeared on walls and canvases; 
their exquisite lines have been borrowed for the 
creation of jewellery and architecture. The Hermitage’s 
extremely rich collection makes it possible to explore 
how artists in different countries and eras have treated 
this eternal theme, striving to capture the fragile 
harmony and natural perfection of the world’s flora 
and fauna.
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The Hermitage. Cupid’s Darts

The pranks of capricious and playful Cupid, the 
son of Venus, the goddess of love, can bring 
both suffering and delight to mortals and gods of 
Olympus alike. No one can escape his arrows, and 
artists down through the ages have been unable to 
resist the temptation to depict scenes of coquetry, 
tormenting longing and desperate passion. In the 
Hermitage collection love stories caused by the 
antics of this naughty fair-haired boy are depicted 
in a whole range of works of art—Greek vases, 
paintings, engravings, bas-reliefs and sculptures.
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To place order in the US/Americas: Chicago Distribution Center, 
11030 S. Langley Avenue, Chicago, IL 60628, USA |Phone: 
773.702.7010 |Fax: 800.621.8476
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